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SNAP: GAVIN TURK
J——

The unique artist speaks to us about his
work in the SNAP 2012 expo featuring
granite stones and Georgian doorframes
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TEXT BY NATASHA HOARE

From tea stans, o giant eggs and cast bronze take-away packaging,
Gavin Turc'sireverent and phiosophical worl has made him one of the
most enduring YBA's. His wity, pop-infiected pieces challnge the
mythology of the artist as celebriy, and playfuly confound and confuse

and percepton
i inciusion in SNAP 2012, an exhbiton for Adeburgh Festival
organized by folow YBA Abigal Lane.

Dazed Digital: How do you start your day In the studio?
Gavin Turk: Wih coffee. We have  coffee maching, and everyday |
think 1 drink too much’. The next thing s reading emals, but 'm ot so
'900d at responding o them!

DD: How did you get involved with SNAP 20127
Gavin Turk: Through Abigail Lane, and the fact thatots of people that |
Know wer ving in Shoreditch and have allsuddenly ended up Iving n
Sufok.

IMAGE GALLERY
DD: What willyou be showing there?

Gavin Turk: Two pieces, the first s a kissing stone. s a plece of
ranite that you ks and it gives you magical propertes. Its fle a
relgious icon, or something rom follore, smiar o the Blarney Stone.
Normaly in:a galry you aren't alowed to touch anything because
touching destroys a work, bt this case the mor it ges touched the
better tbecomes el The other s an oid fashioned, wellworn,
Georgian internal door in a doorirame, open at 45 degress. It becomes
a standalone door inthe landscape, amost closed or amost open. It
all about inside being outside, and al sides being outside. It the
‘opposie of an egg. With an egg s alwallor al door. I've made large
699 sculptures before. s an architsctural conundrum.

Gavin Turkc I'm worried about the displacement of all the bulings and
the real history of that area - twas leveled In order to make ths park
which seems to have Westfeld and a MacDonalds, the biggest in
Europe, ats contr.

DD: You've been quoted as having loved art school. What impact
do you think the arts cuts wil have on British creativity?
Gavin Turk: Cut t down a bi There are diferent schools of thought
id hardship are good for ar, houd
Sufer and t makes a heathy environment to make art outof and
1ama bit more of

encourage f. Cuts in education are really negatve.

DD: What are you up to next?
Gavin Turk:
‘and New York. I'm also doing a project, some of which wil appear
Selfrdges window, for the Brish Fashion Councl with Hussein
Chaiayan.

‘SNAP 2012 runs from 9th - 24th June at Snape Maltings, Suffok.



