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Gavin Turk's neons
at the Bowes

Museum
The British artist's lights
—

Invited by The Bowes Museu to create an exhibition, but faced with the  Sge TS 1

challenge of how o light it Britsh artst Gavin Turk had a moment of

inspication or, as he put i, “an ikling of an idea’. Since 1995, he has
ereated a substantial stockpile of works i neon, most of which have been | P
hidden away unseen in his studio. Grouped together, they form quite a
eolletion (15 picces to be exact) and go on show from the evening of

Friday January 24 at the museun in Barnand Castle, County Durham.

“The tongue-twisting titl of the show, Seven Billion Two Hundred and.
One Million Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four Thousand and Two Hundred
and Thirty-Eight (second picture), i emblazoned across the decorative

fagadeof d et Jation of th

world at 6.30pm, the exhibitions exact opening time. Inside, another
neon seulpture, entitled 24th January 2014 (£16,000), estimates the
amount the global population would have grown i the time it took to
walk from the front of the museum to the exhibition space (s lager by
2175). Though these are new pieces in which Turk - partwit,
part-philosopher — wants 10 pose the question of how we understand
ourselves, many of the other works are older and reference favousite

themes.

Port,a seies o half-open doors in black, pink and purpl, n editions of
nine (840,000 cach, first pieture), ollows on from his bronze casts of
semi-open doors (dlso popular motis of Rene Magritte and Mareel
Duchamp, whom Turk admies). Neo Egg (£35,000) continues the
st fasination with the ymbol. “When I was a chid, 1 had

magic cgg that would appear in my dreams and chase away anything
bad," he says. He deploys this childhood talisman frequently, most
famously i his 1997 work One Thousand Tuo Hundred and Thirty Four.
Bggs, where he carved out his siganature on a canvas fied of white

eggshells.

‘The show i ot s0 much & summary of his work ("the found objects and
trompe Toeil clements are absent”) as a neon timeline marking various
poiats in his career, There's a new, double-size version of tar (£30,000),
which, irst eceated in 2005, hangs above the entrance 10 his East London
studio, and Cross (630,000, a Maltese eross similar to that worn by ¥ves
Kiein (and later Turk himsel§) at both their weddings. Othes works, such

as Lite (it match, £25,

are visual puns, the neon version ofa light

“The Bowes s such a perfect museum, you could almost put it into a
‘museun. I¢s such a imepicee, untouchable,”says Turk. "When you enter
the exhibition, it fecls like a crazy game o a strange children's toy” In
some ways, The Bowes was exactly that o its founders. In the years after
their masriage in 1852, colletors John nd Joséphine Boves devised the
space o be both an architectural gem and home to ther vast collction of
artefacts (among them Sévres poreelain and Canaletios). Although the
couple dida'tive to see s completon, The Bowes opened in 1892 and is

stillone of Teeside's best loved museus.

Boves Museum, Newgats, Barnird Castle,County Durha DLiz NP
(o1833-690 606
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