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Pop life: Meet the stars of the New York and
London art scenes
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‘When new york city's Gramercy Park Hotel opened. [ Refated artcie
its doors in May 1994 to a group of gallery owners F
Showeasing the works of their young artists, a.
“spontancons” event n ome of ts ooms ivoling . ote of e woek: Nice,
British dealer and his female protégé madethe  Scotland, New York
city's adrenaline-fuelled art world stop and stare.  Two days in: How are
‘Tracey Emin, a tousle-haired artist from Margate,  Now vork ciys

c acompanied Jay Joplin, bt London deser o Yr ot s
and the owner of White Cube Gallery, to the raise $250m for investors
contemporary art fair, which was spread across 32 Strke thraat at New York
hired rooms at the Manhattan hotel - and on that =¥ %P2
‘Sunday morning, she crept into the bed on which
Jopling was perched, impishly covered them both
with the embroidered bedspread she was there to  Ads by Google.
sell(for $4,000), and smiled for the cameras.

e de Otympic form

SME Card Paymonts
Emin's gesture ~ reminiscent of the omantic port

deaism of Join Lennon and Yoko Ono's famous  Sompesize Merehent
edinof 1969 but withashap,commeriledge o JnTody &
~ caused a sensation and was captured on film by

menta-Expart
waevel, it was not love or peace that Emin and
Grass
b 2m & 4m Widiha From
a different kind. This new 1990s "bed-in" was Oy 208 s Froe Naxt

between the artist and the dealer, and the image  Working Day Dalivery
arked the moment when a new generationof "
oung Biish Arists - sos t ther deslers "W pressarass.com
i i Modern

with them — burst on to the international art scene.
Emin instantly became the most popular "exhibit
pos whole

Browsa the range of
conservatorias Now On
Offr fom Apr

exposing the commercial enterprise behind the
trade. ‘Suggested Topics

i inNew Graffiti
York, where the thriving art scene was already
il with bl brasey st wiseto e de it

— from
Andy ‘Warhol and his Factory to Jeff Koons, Keith
Haring i Some of these
artists had their own branded shops, factory-floor "assistants" and mass
) e " -

and design.
The i their New. d had
i ic London-based
‘movement, Thi their ips wi
. P

pling's
day - though last i changing

‘hen Damien Hirst, YBA of al, sold hi

2 ibition, Pop Life: Art in a Material World,
Tate Mod

swhile Emin has coyly referred to the Gramerey Hotel episode asa
‘spontaneous and naive moment, the quiltfrom her "bed-in" will feature in

i

Jack Bankowsky, co-curatorofthe extibition and editor-at-large of Artforum
‘magazine, says the New York movement was born in the East Village at the
statof the 19805 with 50 gallrie emerging quite suddenly - ik a ultural
i i Uit i e s e Jf Koms et

Haring, Jean-Michel

leries sach East 10th e P Calley om st
11th became places to b seen.

butleft

course, many of the artiss involved would go n to become fully ﬂedged

"superstars".
The East
that "good business i - ith it. Haring and Murak:
their a-brac. It was, they said, an effort t
democratise art.
3 Pop Shop, whit in 1986 with
v PR Dispun
‘The artist sold hs i ‘neon signs,
: S A
“cheapev endcﬁ.hebusmm Atthe top end e wasappeing tothe cy's
dlite
provwin et seatches.
P e op Shop, i

between the "art" in the

exhibition and the merchandise viewers can buy.

\ccording to Julia Gruen, who was Hari i il his Aids-related
deathin Keith Haring Foundation, his idea was

"branc intain New York' ffiti scene
of th il which he arose. "

art but lso kids from Brookiyn to collet his art too,” she says. "With Pop
Shop, he made it deliberately affordable.

Wh i i b
it
from which Gruen now. ke by the carly 19805 in response o the
is simple
o ity that they- his gal

still exists — his former
assstantJulia Gruen recalls that Hznng did express some doubt about
of

Takashi Murakami, th i inence in New
_ today, his Long
Island studio - in which he sleeps, monlclike, in a sleeping bag - s based on

the "corporation” model and employs 40 workers.

ke st
lbum stk for Kanye Westand cale i e, uneling a sculture

and
Kaikai and Kiki, which became his tﬂdemmkﬁguves, have been used to
create his own Murakami merchandise.

Ifital iliar, it
our own Damien Hirst - a
‘number of "assistants' the construction of his work. It may also
el Trcey imin and el YA Sarah s 10 opn thele venshep,

Harings Pop Shop, in east Lond.
b early 10905, Emin burat i  when i
latrine — will
‘appear as part of the new exhibition.
ofthe

New York artists of the 1980s was how they put themselves at the centre of

their work in a way that well beyond the bounds of self-portraiture. By this

stage in his carcer, Warhol was portraying his fellow artists as the lorified
Jackie Kennedy

‘and Marilyn Monroe, he now produced silkscreens of David Hockney,

Basqui rtist had i

Jeff Koons'

corios "Madde in Heaven" haced aremd sunlicit sovnal arts and frafring
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3 of the
New York artists of the 1980s was how they put themselves at the centre of
their work in a way that well beyond the bounds of self-portraiture. By this
stage in his carcer, Warhol was portraying his fellow artists as the lorified
Jackie Kennedy
and Marilyn Monroe,he now produced sillscreens of David Hodney,
i rtist had i

Jeff Koons' controversial
series"Made in Heaven", based around explicit sexual acts and featuring
his ife, Llona Staller, better known as

Cicciolina'’

e BAs o cours,used notjust e imag bt their o feshand ook

Cicciolina, the Enhsh v Quinn et even futhr o rste S0, 0

Emin called her first Whi i her
early sexual experi inspiratic ider quil while
her 1999 Turner Prize-nominated "My Bed" featured her dirty knickers.

o the Britsh tablods, this was ll shoeking stuff — though New Yorkers were
swell used to such tactics. Ten years before Emin's tent, Richard Prince
“Spirital Americ” - the st " phtograph of ateyear d roke
bath nsation’,
i branded
"publicity stunts". Prince placed his "art work" in a gold frame and exhibited
it prominently in an East Village gallery window. The scenario, which will be
et i ther show deep : 9
of what "art" should be — and by placing such 'low" art in a "high art space,

endeavour.

It was Koons' "Made in Heaven" series that caused the biggest fuss of all

studioin New

Meat Packing District,

Museum. "The Whif ked i 1 inash
[featuring] art that was about image and advertising," he recals. "Could I
‘make something fo billbcards forouter New York? I sad, Sure'. 1 thought [
L hired Ilona and
decided I would be the 'ready made' - I would put myselfin'Made in
Heavern'.

sed
Koons i -

‘medivm i e i

that attracted si how at the Royal
Academy of Arts — which pmvoked pmes(s in Piccadilly.

Ho : Marcus

Hindl il i ked

country - and

Rudolph Giul
of New York, when the show travelled to the Brookiyn Museu (with Giuliani
ing o wi $7m grant). i

their powers, the YBAs, who had looked to New York for inspiration at the.
beginning of the 1990s, were now shaking up the ci

Alison Gis other of Pop Li
New they were
now loking "aspirationaly” tth London art s where “at cold mater

i harmessed the pcpu.\lsz appetite for scandal'.

‘While Tracey Emin had looked to New York to get into bed with her dealer in
the N st Ands

Iooked to her

hotel room. The New York and

had come fullcircle.

Pop Life: Artin a Material World" opens at Tate Modern, London SE1, on
Thursday and runs until 17 January 2010, See tate.org.uk for more
information

buy a signed limil ition pris in Turk
one i fihe in Turk's
"Pop' ian Sid Vicious

pointing a gun at the viewer. The sculpture, which also carried allusions to
gun-linging Blvis resley, toured Lond

Berlin and New York as par ion exhibiti
1907 Now nec the h|gh.\|gms ofthe new show at Tate Modern, Pop Life:
Material World,
miteediton signed print offer
embody the and become
a piece of i
i e says, " ifically, tourism within
“hiatus' in musi
‘probably the punk phenomenon.

Specificlly, Turk was inspired by Vicious himself, the notorious Sex Pistols

aNew York

hotel room in 1979. "I saw the video of him singing "My Way' and it had
i Elvis Presley — his hai iy, he had a slight

1, bi
legend. 1 i s which i d
ted and in which the i it ic. Altogether, th

piece i ing, about
derivation in art."
ok hat while bt Pop” nd the e prink “Tripe Pop” conld be
it
,;\mﬁcmm. lwaszauz.\lytrymgtcm quemenotmnofmylhclcy he
e, 1 felt
atwhat! i i i istic alter ego which |

Howto buy an exclusive edition of 'triple pop' (2009) by Gavin
Turk

he Independent Magain s seured 20 copies o Tripe Py’ [Qm)g} by

£450). The print, produced by Counter Editi
Printed by K, Lond
ooz (40n28s) i s prded i iy iited i of 7, nd
d dated by the

(42x30ins). The edition is offered on a first-come first-served basis from
today, Saturday 26 September. To buy 'Triple Pop' (2009) log onto

UK and VAT ¥
can order by phoning 0207684 8388, Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. Delivery is by
UPS courier and is within 10 days for unframed prints and 28 days for
framed. For full terms and conditions, see countereditions.com , phone 020-
7684 8888 or email info@countereditions.com




